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Have you ever experienced 
an act of kindness from a 
stranger? Have you ever 
performed an act of 
kindness for a stranger?



Have Ss skim the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.

Read the personal essay about an act of kindness. 
Why was Andrew feeling sad?



Teach the writing skill and have the Ss do the task in class.



Have Ss scan the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a time when someone was kind to you or you were kind to 
someone. 

Last year, I learned that a small kindness from a stranger can really

make a difference in a person’s life. This is what happened.



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a time when someone was kind to you or you were kind to 
someone. 

I was sitting in a small café, drinking coffee. Having just broken up

with my girlfriend of two years, I was feeling pretty down. To make

things worse, I had recently quit my job and moved to her town

so we could live closer to each other. So I had no girlfriend and no

job. To top it all off, it was my 30th birthday and I had no one to

celebrate with.



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a time when someone was kind to you or you were kind to 
someone. 

So there I was, alone in a busy café watching groups of friends,

happy couples, and laughing families enjoying their time together.

At that moment, I felt like I had never been sadder. A server, having

noticed me sitting alone, came over and asked me if everything was 

OK. I had no one else to talk to,

so I told her my depressing story. She said she was sorry and went 

back to work.



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a time when someone was kind to you or you were kind to 
someone. 

After another 20 minutes or so, I went to the counter to pay. Instead 

of taking my money, she told me my lunch was free and started 

singing “Happy Birthday.” Then everyone in the café joined in! All of

a sudden, I wasn’t so lonely.



3 PLAN YOUR WRITING

Think of a time when someone was kind to you or you were kind to 
someone. 

I went back to the café the next day, and now I am a regular 

customer. Some of the other people from that day are regulars, too, 

and they’re now my friends. It’s amazing how a small act of 

kindness can make such a big difference in someone’s life!



Talk about your 
ideas. Suggest ways 
your partner can 
improve or add to 
his or her ideas.



Write about a time when someone was kind to you 

or you were kind to someone. Make sure you use 

the correct tenses so the sequence of events is 

clear. Use the personal essay in 1B as a model.

Read the directions aloud. Then have Ss complete the task as homework.


